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Looking Forward: Farmlands Forever

• Goal: to provide a summary of the 2018 Listening Sessions and to hear your views on 
the effectiveness of the APR Program, existing guidance, policies, procedures and 
regulations, future of farmland protection and the role of the APR Program in 
Massachusetts. 

• We are looking for recommendations and policy considerations:  

– APR program management.
– Long-term economic viability of APR farmlands including agritourism and 

nonagricultural uses (weddings, events, races).
– Approvals (renewable energy, composting, dwellings, labor).
– Transfer and sale of APRs.
– Future farmland and legacy planning
– Application process for new APR farmlands

• Planning for climate resiliency: soil management, no-till agriculture, soil health, carbon 
sequestration; and weather-related issues like storms, flooding, and increased 
frost/thaw frequency.

• Summary documents of comments offered at the sessions to be posted to MDAR 
website: www.mass.gov/apr

http://www.mass.gov/agr


Agricultural Land Protection
APR Program 

Stewardship Assistance and Restoration for APRS 

(SARA)

APR Improvement Program (AIP)

Farm Viability Programs
Farm Viability Enhancement Program

APR Improvement Program (AIP)

Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture (MEGA)

Ag Business Planning Courses

Urban Agriculture
Urban Agriculture Grant

Food Ventures Grant

Food Trust

Environmental Protection
Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP)

Agricultural Climate Resiliency and Efficiencies Program 

(ACRE)

Agricultural Compost Innovation Program (ACIP)

Renewable Energy/ Energy Efficiency
Ag Energy Grant

Mass Farm Energy Program

Farm Energy Discount Program

Food Safety
Agricultural Food Safety Improvement  

Program (AFSIP)

Division of Agricultural Conservation and Technical Assistance
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APR Value: $352,000,000.00
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2018 Listening Sessions Summary 

• Listening Sessions in Amherst, Marlborough, Danvers and Worcester

• 165 people attended the four listening sessions

• MDAR staff recorded 70 comments – 60 from the in-person sessions 
and the remainder online. 

• Comments received from non-profit organizations; Government 
entities; Individuals who either owned or leased land with an APR, 
farmers not in the APR program, and from other citizens.
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Major Themes 

• Transfer of APRs/ Waiver Process for ROFRs and OPAVs.

• Department Approvals for Structures including Solar and
Non-Agricultural Uses of APR Land.

• Acquisition of APRs.

• Communication.



Change of Ownership of APRs 1.

Comments

• Process needs to be changed/ 
Concerned generally/ Lack of 
flexibility.

Actions

– New regulations promulgated in 
July, 2019.

– Provide clarity on the process.

– Requires meeting between seller 
and buyer onsite at the APR to 
review the process.

– Introduce an Automatic Waiver 
Process and a Discretionary 
Waiver Process.

Transfers, Purchase Options, Waivers, OPAV, ROFRs



Comments

• Landowner should have the 
ability to withdraw offer.

Actions

– (9) Right to Withdraw. 

An Owner shall have the right to withdraw 
the Owner's notice of intent to sell at any 
point prior to the Department's exercise or 
assignment of the Right of First Refusal or 
an Option to Purchase Real Estate at Fair 
Market Agricultural Value..

– 22.13: Adjudicatory Hearings Pursuant to 
M.G.L. c. 20, § 23(c), 

Χany Owner who is subject to and aggrieved 
by a Determination of the Department to 
exercise or assign a Right of First Refusal or 
Option to Purchase Real Estate at Fair Market 
Value.

Change of Ownership of APRs 2.
Transfers, Purchase Options, Waivers, OPAV, ROFRs



Comments

• Buyer should be a farmer.

• Provide Beginning Farmers with 
an opportunity to buy farmland.

• Without waiver process, farmland 
is not affordable.  

Actions

Automatic Waiver: (b) The Potential 
Purchaser is a Farmer and has been 
a Farmer for a period of two years 
of the last five years immediately 
preceding the date of the notice of 
intent to sell;

Discretionary Waiver: (a) The 
Potential Purchaser is a: 1. Farmer; 
2. Beginning Farmer; or 3. nonprofit 
corporation organized for the 
purposes of leasing land to one or 
multiple Farmer(s) or Beginning 
Farmer(s).

Change of Ownership of APRs 3.
Transfers, Purchase Options, Waivers, OPAV, ROFRs



Approvals

Comments

• More solar should be allowed.

• Non-agricultural activities, such 
as weddings, bed and breakfasts, 
events, etc., should be allowed as 
a way for farmers to stay 
economically viable.

• Increased Clarity

• More flexibility

Actions

- New Solar Policy: approval 
needed only for Ground 
Mounted Renewable Energy 
Systems.  No approval needed for 
roof mounted systems.

- Special Permit Process allows for 
non-agricultural uses. 

- Recruited a new Stewardship 
Planner for Central MA. 

Certificates of Approval, Special Permits, Stewardship



Acquisition
Comments

• More funding for the program.

• Deadline Confusion/ Rolling Vs. 
Annual Application Process

• Process 

• Allow Pre-Acquisitions by Land 
Trusts

• Other items 
– Create Statewide Farmland 

Protection Plan

– Change eligibility criteria

Actions

•Funding for FY 2020 is set at 
$3 million. 

•Accept Applications Year 
Round.

•Recruited a new Agricultural 
Lands Acquisition Specialist.

•Working with Kestrel Land 
Trust on acquisition in Hadley.



Communication
Comments

• Increase transparency, openness, 
and explaining of the rationale 
behind decisions from the 
Department. 

• More consistency in the program

• More communication from the 
Department. 

• More staff availability to answer 
questions. 

Actions

•Committed to securing public 
comments on policies. 

•Policy approval by ALPC. 

•At least an annual Newsletter. 

•Hired Outreach Coordinator

•Developing APR Manual

•Hired Stewardship Agent and are 
recruiting a new Stewardship 
Agent. 

•Triennial program reviews.
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Instructions

• MDAR to call speakers in the order they signed up.

• Limit comments to the time allowed.

• For written comments: www.mass.gov/apr

• February 14th 2020 deadline for comments.

http://www.mass.gov/apr


Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program

Division of Agricultural Conservation and Technical Assistance

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources

251 Causeway Street, Boston, MA 02114
www.mass.gov/apr


